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UNESCO Chair in Bioethics (Haifa) 

 
World Bioethics Day celebration in Croatia, 19 October 2016 

 
 
The the Croatian Unit of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics takes great pleasure in sharing the 

information about the organization of the celebration of the World Bioethics Day in Croatia. The 

celebrations took place on 19th October 2016. The overarching theme of this year's celebration 

was "Human Dignity and Human Rights: The rights of unborn child". The central celebration on 

19th October
 
in Zagreb was preceded by numerous activities organized by the Croatian Unit of 

the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. 
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The ceremony of the World Bioethics Day began with the welcome address by Prof. dr. sc. 

Jasenko Marin, Vice-dean of the Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb: 

 

The Opening speech was held by doc. dr. sc. Sunčana Roksandić Vidlička, Head of the 

Croatian Unit of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics: 
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The ceremony continued with the speech by the Executive Board Member of the Croatian Unit 

of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics prof. dr. sc. Ana Borovečki: 

 

The following session was dedicated to “Contemporary topics in Croatian medical law and 

bioethics”. The first speech was held by prof. dr. sc. Ante Čović –  Head of the Centre of 

Excellence in integrative bioethics and Vice-rector of the University of Zagreb – on the topic of 

“Integrative Bioethics – Contemporary Challenges”:  
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Within the same session, the next presentation was on the “Development of Medical Law in 

Croatia” by prof. dr. sc. Jozo Čizmić, the Director of the Centre for Medical Law at the Faculty 

of Law, University of Split, who is also a member of the Executive Committee of the Croatian 

Unit of the International Network of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics: 

 

The following speech was held by prof. dr. sc. Velinka Grozdanić from the Faculty of Law, 

University of Rijeka, who was also the head of the law commission that drafted the new Croatian 

Law on the Protection of the People with Mental Disabilities, in which she discussed the topic of 

“Bioethics and People with Mental Disabilities”: 

 

The next panel was a presentation given by one of the local representatives of UNESCO Chair 

on the most recent developments in the area of “Bioethics and European Law”, which was 
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delivered by prof. dr. sc. Iris Goldner Lang:  

 

This session was followed by a ceremony of giving the Award for active member of the 

UNESCO Chair in Bioethics. The achievement award was given to prof. dr. sc. Ante Čović for 

his contribution to the development of bioethics in Croatia: 
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The ceremony was followed by a book promotion of the Chrestomathy of Croatian Medical 

Law [Hrestomatija hrvatskoga medicinskog prava] by Ksenija Turković, Sunčana 

Roksandić Vidlička and Aleksandar Maršavelski (eds.), Zagreb, 2016: 

  

Two distinguished reviewers talked about the book at the promotion - prof. dr. sc. Darko 

Polšek, professor of anthropology and bioethics at the Faculty of Philosophy, University of 

Zagreb, who is also a member of the Executive Committee of the Croatian Unit of the 

International Network of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, and prof. dr. sc. Vlado Jukić, 

Director of the University Psychiatric Hospital Vrapče: 
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After the book promotion, prim. dr. sc. Vladimir Blagaić, Clinic of Gynecology and Obstetrics, 

Faculty of Medicine, University of Zagreb, gave an introduction into a student debate 

competition titled “Human Dignity and Human Rights: The Rights of Unborn Child”:  

 

In the debate competition, the students of philosophy, law, medicine and theology discussed 

whether the welfare of the unborn child is more important than the rights of the mother, and 

whether a physician is permitted at the time of birth to prioritize the rights of the unborn child 

over the rights of the mother:  
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The commentators of the student debate competition were three Executive Board members of the 

Croatian Unit of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics - prof. dr. sc. Ana Borovečki, prof. dr. sc. 

Hrvoje Jurić and dr. sc. Aleksandar Maršavelski. They gave their speeches after the students 

presented their arguments in the debate: 
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In the following part of the ceremony, the Croatian Unit of the UNESCO Chair in Bioethics 

awarded best student essays in a writting competition on „Bioethics, Human Dignity and Human 

Rights. The 1st place in this competition was awarded to Karlo Mikić, graduate student of 

philosophy at the University of Zagreb, for his paper titled: “Dignity without Sense: Analysis and 

Critique of the Theoretical Foundation of Human Dignity“    

 

After that, two students Boren Petrinec and Stjepan Šikoronja presented their poster – designed 

for a student competition of the UNESCO Chair Units – raising the question “If We Have the 

Right to Painful Life, Should We Have the Right to Painless Death?”: 
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In the final session titled “Future Projects”, visiting scholar at the Faculty of Law, University of 

Zagreb, Dr. Svetlana Paramonova presented NEWFELPRO Project: “Bioethics and criminal 

law: The Role of the ECtHR in Setting Standards for the Protection of Human Rights”: 

 
 

 

* * *
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CROATIAN ONLINE MEDIA:  YOUTUBE: 
 

Prvo obilježavanje Svjetskog dana 

bioetike na Pravnom fakultetu 
 

 
 

 

Svečano obilježen Svjetski dan bioetike  

9.10.2016. 
 

          
 

 

DOBROBIT NEROĐENOG DJETETA  

VAŽNIJA OD PRAVA MAJKE? 

Evo što o tome misle studenti  

četiriju zagrebačkih fakulteta 
 

 
 

Dodjela nagrade za razvoj bioetike u RH - 

Dan bioetike na Pravnom fakultetu u 

Zagrebu 

 

Prof. dr. sc. Velinka Grozdanić - Dan 

bioetike na Pravnom fakultetu u Zagrebu 

 

 

Prof. dr. sc. Iris Goldner Lang - Dan 

bioetike na Pravnom fakultetu u Zagrebu 

 

 

Doc. dr. sc. Sunčana Roksandić Vidlička - 

Dan bioetike na Pravnom fakultetu u 

Zagrebu 

 

 

Prof. dr. sc. Darko Polšek - Dan bioetike 

na Pravnom fakultetu u Zagrebu 

 

 

Studentska debata - Dan bioetike na 

Pravnom fakultetu Sveučilišta u Zagrebu 

 

 

Predstavljanje Hrestomatije hrv. 

medicinskog prava - Dan bioetike na 

Pravnom fakultetu u Zagrebu 

 

 

Prof. dr. sc. Jozo Čizmić - Dan bioetike na 

Pravnom fakultetu u Zagrebu 

 

 

Prof. dr. sc. Ante Čović - Dan bioetike na 

Pravnom fakultetu u Zagrebu

http://studentski.hr/studenti/vijesti/prvo-obiljezavanje-svjetskog-dana-bioetike-na-pravnom-fakultetu
http://studentski.hr/studenti/vijesti/prvo-obiljezavanje-svjetskog-dana-bioetike-na-pravnom-fakultetu
http://www.zvu.hr/svecano-obiljezen-svjetski-dan-bioetike-19-10-2016/
http://www.zvu.hr/svecano-obiljezen-svjetski-dan-bioetike-19-10-2016/
http://dnevnik.hr/vijesti/hrvatska/velika-debata-zagrebackih-studenata-o-pravima-nerodjenog-djeteta---454194.html
http://dnevnik.hr/vijesti/hrvatska/velika-debata-zagrebackih-studenata-o-pravima-nerodjenog-djeteta---454194.html
http://dnevnik.hr/vijesti/hrvatska/velika-debata-zagrebackih-studenata-o-pravima-nerodjenog-djeteta---454194.html
http://dnevnik.hr/vijesti/hrvatska/velika-debata-zagrebackih-studenata-o-pravima-nerodjenog-djeteta---454194.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6LmtGsnreE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6LmtGsnreE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6LmtGsnreE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMP2wc8Pe-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMP2wc8Pe-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qy0bO0re57Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qy0bO0re57Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u1EGQb6ysA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u1EGQb6ysA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_u1EGQb6ysA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vc5S9N3GHN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vc5S9N3GHN0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TU7CzzFwC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TU7CzzFwC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ac-LczYuvRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ac-LczYuvRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ac-LczYuvRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLXyshnfkTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QLXyshnfkTE
http://studentski.hr/studenti/vijesti/prvo-obiljezavanje-svjetskog-dana-bioetike-na-pravnom-fakultetu
http://www.zvu.hr/svecano-obiljezen-svjetski-dan-bioetike-19-10-2016/
http://dnevnik.hr/vijesti/hrvatska/velika-debata-zagrebackih-studenata-o-pravima-nerodjenog-djeteta---454194.html
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