ACT

on the coat-of-arms, flag and anthem of the Republic of Croatia, and on the flag and sash of the President of the Republic of Croatia

(Official Gazette 55/90)

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

This Act shall regulate the description of the historic Croatian coat-of-arms, flag, text and melody of the anthem of the Republic of Croatia, and the description of the flag and sash of the President of the Republic of Croatia, as well as the means and protection of their use.

Article 2

The coat-of-arms, flag and anthem of the Republic of Croatia serve to represent the Republic of Croatia as well as to express affiliation with it.

Article 3

The coat-of-arms, flag and anthem of the Republic of Croatia shall be used in accordance with the provisions of this Act, in such a way as will express the reputation and dignity of the Republic of Croatia.

Article 4

The coat-of-arms, flag and anthem of the Republic of Croatia may be used in such a form, description and text as are established by the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia and regulated by this Act. No alterations may be made to the coat-of-arms or the flag of the Republic of Croatia. Exceptionally, if so provided by a legal person’s statute or other provision, parts of the coat-of-arms or flag of the Republic of Croatia may be used as an integral part of other emblems or symbols, provided that the reputation and dignity of the Republic of Croatia are not offended thereby.

Article 5

It shall be prohibited to publicly exhibit a worn-out, untidy, ripped or in some other way damaged coat-of-arms or flag of the Republic of Croatia.

Article 6

The use of the coat-of-arms, flag and anthem of the Republic of Croatia shall be free in the creation of art and music and for the purpose of education and teaching, provided that the reputation and dignity of the Republic of Croatia are not offended thereby.

II. THE COAT-OF-ARMS OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

Article 7

The Croatian coat-of-arms is the historic Croatian coat-of-arms in the shape of a shield, dually divided both horizontally and vertically into twenty-five red and white (argent) fields, so that the first field in the uppermost left corner of the shield is of the red color. Above the shield, there is a crown with five spikes, joined in a slight arch with the left and right upper part of the shield. Within the crown, there are five smaller shields with the historic Croatian coats-of-arms, aligned from the shield’s left to right in the following order: the oldest known Croatian coat-of-arms, coats-of-arms of the Republic of Dubrovnik, Dalmatia, Istria and Slavonia. The ratio of the main shield fields’ height and the height of the smaller shields within the crown is 1:2.5, and the ratio of the main shield fields’ width and the width of the smaller shields within the crown is 1:1. The shield of the oldest known Croatian coat-of-arms contains a yellow (golden) six-pointed star with a white (argent) new moon on a blue field. The coat-of-arms of the Republic of Dubrovnik contains two red beams on a blue field. The Dalmatian coat-of-arms contains three yellow (golden) crowned leopard heads on a blue field. The coat-of-arms of Istria contains a yellow (golden) goat facing left with red hoofs and horns on a blue field. The coat-of-arms of Slavonia contains two transversal white (argent) beams on a blue field, and between those beams is a red field treaded lightly by a marten facing left. In the upper part of the blue field there is a yellow (golden) six-pointed star. The coat-of-arms is rimmed with a red line.

Article 8

The coat-of-arms of the Republic of Croatia is used:

1. 
in the seals and stamps of governmental and other public bodies, pursuant to the Republic’s regulations on seals and stamps bearing the coat-of-arms of the Republic of Croatia;

2. 
in the official titles of the bodies of sociopolitical communities exhibited on the buildings that they occupy in the Republic of Croatia, in the offices of the Government of the Republic of Croatia abroad;

3. 
on the buildings occupied by governmental and other public bodies in the Republic of Croatia, and in those buildings’ ceremonial halls;

4.
in official acts and similar acts used by the representatives and members of the Presidency of the Republic of Croatia, the President of the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Croatia and other authorized representatives of the Presidency of the Republic of Croatia, Parliament and Government of the Republic of Croatia, as well as in the Ministries and other governmental bodies of the Republic under such conditions and in such a way as are established by their legal acts;

5.
in diplomas and certificates of the completion of studies;

6.
on other occasions established by law.

Article 9

The original of the coat-of-arms of the Republic of Croatia is kept at the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia, and all coats-of-arms are molded according to it.

III. THE FLAG OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

Article 10

The flag of the Republic of Croatia consists of three colors: red, white and blue with the coat-of-arms of the Republic of Croatia at the center. The ratio of the flag’s width and length is 1:2. The flag colors are placed horizontally, in the following order starting from the top: red, white and blue. Each color makes one third of the flag’s width. The coat-of-arms of the Republic of Croatia is placed at the center of the flag so that the upper part of the coat-of-arms (the crown) intrudes into the red field of the flag, and the lower part of the coat-of-arms intrudes into the blue field of the flag. The central point of the coat-of-arms corresponds to the intersection of the flag’s diagonals.

Article 11

The flag of the Republic of Croatia is exhibited:

1.
permanently on the buildings of all governmental bodies;

2.
during holidays in the Republic of Croatia;

3.
during periods of mourning in the Republic of Croatia, when it is flown at half-mast;

4.
on other occasions established by law. The flag of the Republic of Croatia is flown by ships and other vessels used for sea and inland sailing. 

A more detailed regulation on the use of the flag of the Republic of Croatia within the meaning of the previous paragraph shall be enacted by the Government of the Republic of Croatia.

Article 12

The flag of the Republic of Croatia may be exhibited:

1.
during public meetings (political, scientific, cultural and artistic, sporting events etc.) held in the Republic of Croatia, pursuant to the regulations and customs pertaining to such meetings;

2.
in other occasions in which its use is not contrary to statutory provisions.

Article 13

If the flag of the Republic of Croatia is hoisted in a vertical position above a street or a square, the red color of the flag is:

1.
on the north side – if the street is oriented East-West, that is West-East;

2.
on the eastern side – if the street is oriented North-South, that is South-North;

3.
on the eastern side of a circular square. If the flag of the Republic of Croatia is exhibited vertically on a table, platform or in some other honorary position, the red color of the flag is the first one from the left when observed from the front. If the flag of the Republic of Croatia is placed on a catafalque, pedestal or any other object or is worn horizontally, the red color is on the left side when observed from the front. 

Article 14

On ceremonial occasions, the flag of the Republic of Croatia is raised and lowered, exhibited and removed, or transferred, with the customary display of respect (rising to feet, saluting et al.).

IV. THE ANTHEM OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

Article 15

The anthem of the Republic of Croatia is “Our Beautiful Homeland”.

Article 16

The text of the anthem of the Republic of Croatia reads: “Our beautiful homeland, Oh, heroic beloved land, Fatherland of ancient glory, May you be forever joyful! Beloved, you that are so glorious, You are our only beloved, Beloved where you are plain, Beloved where you are steep! Flow Sava, Drava flow, Nor you, Danube, lose your power, Deep blue sea, tell the whole world, That a Croat cherishes his people. Whilst the sun warms his fields, Whilst stormy winds lash his oak trees, Whilst his dead a grave covers, Whilst his living heart beats!”

Article 17

The melody accompanying the text of the “Our Beautiful Homeland” anthem is
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Article 18

The anthem of the Republic of Croatia is performed: 1. at the beginning of a session of the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia; 2. upon the official visit to the Republic of Croatia, or respectively at the departure of the heads of foreign states or authorized representatives of international associations from Croatia; 3. in other cases established by law.

Article 19

The anthem of the Republic of Croatia may also be performed at official celebrations, political rallies and other solemn manifestations. The anthem of the Republic of Croatia may not be performed in such a way and under such circumstances as are offensive to the reputation and dignity of the Republic of Croatia.
Article 20

The original of the text and melody of the anthem of the Republic of Croatia is kept in the Parliament of the Republic of Croatia.

Article 21

The anthem of the Republic of Croatia is performed by playing, singing or by playing and singing.

Article 22

Performance of the anthem of the Republic of Croatia shall be accompanied by a customary display of respect from all those present.

V. THE FLAG OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

Article 23

The flag of the President of the Republic of Croatia is quadratic, rimmed with a thin border of alternating red and white fields. At the center of the flag, against a blue background is a symbol in the shape of the historic Croatian coat-of-arms with 25 red and argent fields. The shield is ornamented by a wreath of medallions wherein the historic Croatian coat-of-arms are aligned from the shield’s left to right in the following order: the oldest known Croatian coat-of-arms, the coats-of-arms of the Republic of Dubrovnik, Dalmatia, Istria and Slavonia. Sheaves of parallel gold, red and white lines extend transversally from the medallions. Superimposed above the shield is a ribbon in the colors of the flag of the Republic of Croatia, at the center of which the letters “RH” are embroidered in gold Roman capital letters, signifying “The Republic of Croatia”.

Article 24

The flag of the President of the Republic of Croatia is flown:

a)
on the buildings wherein the official premises and living residence of the President are, while he resides there;

b)
on the vehicle occupied by the President;

c)
on other ceremonial occasions.

VI. THE SASH OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA

Article 25

The sash of the President of the Republic of Croatia is a symbol of presidency and consists of three colors: red, white and blue, laid out as in the flag of the Republic of Croatia. The sash is gold-rimmed. In the white field at the center of the sash’s front, there is a gold-rimmed coat-of-arms of the Republic of Croatia, adorned by embroidered golden oak branches on the left and golden olive branches on the right. The sash is worn above the right shoulder, extending diagonally across the bust to the waist, where it is clasped together with its other end. The clasp is quadratic, rimmed with gold platter. At the center of the clasp’s field is a symbol equal to that on the flag of the President of the Republic of Croatia, but without the inscription on the ribbon.

Article 26

The President of the Republic wears his sash on special ceremonial occasions entailing the representation of the Republic of Croatia:

a) 
on Statehood Day;

b)
when conferring awards;

c) 
when receiving credentials of diplomatic and consular representatives;

d)
on other ceremonial occasions.
VII. PENAL PROVISIONS

Article 27

A legal person shall be fined by a national currency equivalent of DEM 50 to 300, if:

1.
it uses the coat-of-arms or flag contrary to Art. 3 hereof;

2.
it uses the coat-of-arms or the flag of the Republic of Croatia in such a form or content as have not been established by the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia and this Act (Art.4.par.1), or contrary to Art.4.par.2 hereof;

3.
uses parts of the coat-of-arms or flag contrary to Art.4.par.3 hereof;

4.
publicly exhibits a worn-out, untidy, ripped or in some other way damaged coat-of-arms or flag of the Republic of Croatia (Art.5);

5.
uses the coat-of-arms of flag of the Republic of Croatia contrary to the  conditions of Art.6 hereof;

6.
does not use the coat-of-arms of the Republic of Croatia on such occasions when its use is obligatory (Art.8);

7.
performs the anthem of the Republic of Croatia contrary to Art.19 hereof.

The legal person’s accountable officer shall also be fined by a national currency equivalent of DEM 15 to 50 for the infraction referred to in par.1 of this Article. A natural person shall be fined with a national currency equivalent of DEM 20 to 50 for infractions referred to in par.1, pts.1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 of this Article.

The accountable officer of the sociopolitical community body or any other governmental body shall be fined by a national currency equivalent of DEM 15 to 50 DEM for infractions referred to in par.1 of this Article.

If the infraction referred to in par.1, pt.7 of this Article is committed at a public assembly, the person responsible for the organization of the public assembly shall be fined by a national currency equivalent of DEM 15 to 50.

Article 28

A person independently performing a business activity using the means of production owned by the citizens shall be fined by a national currency equivalent of DEM 50 to 300 for the infraction referred to in Art.27 of this Act, and any other person shall be fined by a national currency equivalent of DEM 15 to 50.

If the infraction referred to in Art.27 is committed for the second time, the license to perform a business activity will be seized for a period of up to six months, fine notwithstanding, and if an infraction is committed for the third time the license to perform a business activity shall be revoked permanently.

Article 29

A protective measure of seizing the object used to commit the infraction shall be issued against an offender referred to in Arts 27 and 28.

The authorized official person of the body competent for home affairs may seize the objects referred to in par.1 of this Article even prior to the institution of infringement proceedings. The objects seized must immediately be released to the body authorized to conduct infringement proceedings.

Article 30

The graphic representation of the coat-of-arms and flag of the Republic of Croatia, as well as the flag and sash of the President of the Republic of Croatia, is an integral part of this Act.

Article 31

This Act enters into force on the day of its publication in the Official Gazette.

